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 Introduction 

The County’s fence regulations are located in Section 1101 B. of the Zoning Ordinance 
and took effect on January 1, 2013.  While the regulations have for the most part 
performed effectively, Staff has identified some issues with the current regulations that 
need to be addressed.  These issues include: 
 

 Fences in front yards; 

 Fences constructed of or topped with barbed wire; 

 Clarifying the intent of the Vision triangle; and 

 Fences within utility/drainage easements. 
 
This report will consider these items individually and make specific recommendations at 
the end of each section.  An overview of these recommendations will then be made at 
the end of the report in a codified format.     
 

Issues 
 
Fences in Front Yards 
 
The County’s regulations for fence in front yards are as follows: 
 

In any residential district, no fence or wall shall exceed eight (8) feet in 
height and shall not extend past the front of the principal building. 
Between the principal building and the street right-of-way, no fence or 
wall shall exceed four (4) feet in height. Tennis court fencing shall not 
exceed twelve (12) feet, and baseball backstops shall not exceed sixteen 
(16) feet.  

 
In commercial or industrial districts, no fence or wall shall exceed fifteen 
(15) feet in height and shall not extend past the front of the principal 
building. Between the principal building and the street right-of-way, no 
fence or wall shall exceed six (6) feet in height.  

 
The height of such fences and walls shall be measured from the finished 
grade to top of the individual sections. The finished grade shall not 
include measurements from the top of a berm. 

 
Staff has recently identified one issue with these regulations that can be best 
understood using the graphics below: 
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Graphics 2 and 3 display identical fence construction along the sides of Lot B.  The 
owner of Lot B is technically in violation of the Zoning Ordinance in Graphic 2, whereas 
the owners of Lots A and C are not in Graphic 3.  Staff expects that the situation shown 
in Graphic 2 happens far more often than we know.  Realistically speaking, if the 
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property owners of these lots have an amicable relationship, we will continue to not 
know about them.   
 
This issue was first brought to the Planning Commission during the April 24, 2017 
meeting.  During this meeting, as well as meetings on May 8 and 22, 2017, there was 
discussion regarding the ability of a property owner to build an eight-foot privacy fence 
across the front of their property.  There was also discussion on safety concerns from 
the Fire Chief and how far down side property lines privacy fences should be allowed. 
  
Staff has reviewed the regulations of several jurisdictions in the Middle Tennessee Area.  
Residential fences in front yards are regulated by these jurisdictions as follows: 
 

Jurisdiction Regulation 
Franklin Limited to three feet in height in a front yard.  Side yards, rear 

yards, and side streets are limited to seven feet 

Gallatin Limited to four feet in a required front yard and six feet in a 
required side or year yard.  Any fence installed in a front yard 
shall be of no greater than 50 percent opacity 

Goodlettsville No fence or wall shall exceed eight feet in height and shall not 
extend past the front of the principal building.  Between the 
front of the principal building and the street right-of-way, no 
fence or wall shall exceed six feet 

Hendersonville Fences shall not be located any closer to the front lot line or 
side street lot line (i.e. corner lot) than the principal building.  
Exception:  Wrought iron, picket, split rail, brick, stone or 
similar decorative fences or walls which are not more than 42 
inches in height and which are determined by the Planning 
Department to be compatible with the design, architecture 
and building materials in the neighborhood.  Fences may be up 
to seven feet in height except in front of principal structures, 
as described above 

Lebanon Eight feet in height and shall not extend past the front of the 
principal building.  Between the principal building and the 
street right-of-way, fence/wall height shall not exceed four 
feet 

Murfreesboro Fence height is not regulated, except through the maximum 
height of structures in the applicable zoning district 

Smyrna Decorative fences, as defined in their Zoning Ordinance, are 
allowed within front setbacks.  Front yards are not permitted 
to be completely enclosed in order not to impede emergency 
response and utility meter readers 

Williamson County No restriction; they suggest no greater than eight feet 

Wilson County All fences are required to be setback at least five feet from a 
property line.  Opaque fences exceeding three feet in height 
are required to be setback 10 feet.  No other height 
requirements are listed 
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A majority of these jurisdictions have some type of regulation for fences that extended 
beyond the front of the principal building on the property, with the exception of 
Murfreesboro, Smyrna, Williamson County, and Wilson County.  Permitted fence height 
varied among the different jurisdictions, especially in the front yard.  Some jurisdictions 
had no specific regulation on fence height (e.g. Murfreesboro, Williamson County, and 
Wilson County).  
 
Some possible alternative to address this issue include: 

 
1. Allow fences up to eight feet in height along all property lines 
 

Staff likes this approach, as it’s simple, easy to enforce and consistent for all 
properties.  That being said, having an eight-foot privacy fence along a front 
property line might make it difficult for emergency responders to either access the 
property or to determine whether or not it is safe to access the property.  The same 
could be true for utility meter readers and other delivery services. 
 

2. Allow a property owner to build an eight-foot privacy fence as far as the front of 
adjacent homes on either side 

 
This solution was discussed during the Planning Commission’s May 22, 2017 
meeting.  After looking into this solution in more detail, Staff does not feel that this 
will be an effective solution.  While it works well for situations similar to those 
shown in Graphics 1-3 above, it doesn’t work very well when one of the lots is 
fronting a cul-de-sac or is on a corner.  Staff is also concerned about the inconsistent 
appearance of fencing that this could create.   

 
3. Allow eight foot fences in front yards but require them to be transparent 
 

Some regulations Staff reviewed (i.e. Gallatin) allow fences in front yards, up to four 
feet in height, but require them to be no greater than 50 percent opaque.  This 
would mean that wrought iron, picket, or split rail fences would be permitted but 
privacy fences would not. 

 
Based on the information above, Staff would make the following recommendations: 
 
In residential districts: 
 

 Allow fences of up to eight feet in height to be constructed along all property 
lines, with the exception of the required front yard (i.e. front setback); 

 Beyond this point, allow fences in front setback, but require some level of 
transparency.  As an alternative, specific types of fences could be listed, such as 
split rail or picket fences; 
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In commercial and industrial districts: 
 

 In commercial and industrial districts, eliminate the language as shown below, as 
it is repetitive but make no other changes. 

 
Fences Constructed of or Topped with Barbed Wire 
 
Item 4 of the Fence Regulations discuss prohibited fences.  The first bullet point reads: 
 

Fences constructed primarily or topped with barbed wire or razor wire, or 
deployed, raised, arranged or expanded in concertina form, except when 
used in conjunction with an agricultural use or purpose and/or serving a 
public institution for public safety or special services.  

 
Commercial establishments will sometimes place barbed wire atop security fences for 
added security.  While Staff does not believe these type of fences are appropriate in 
residential areas, Staff does feel that allowing them in commercial areas would be 
appropriate.  Staff would recommend allowing barbed wire fences/topping for non-
residentially zoned/used property but keeping the restriction for residentially 
zoned/used property.  
 
Vision Triangle 
 
Item 9 of the Fence Regulations states: 
 

Fences, walls or vegetation that interfere with clear vision at or near a 
public or private street, alley, driveway or other means of ingress or 
egress such that the sight of oncoming vehicular or pedestrian traffic is 
impaired for users of such ingress or egress are prohibited. 

 
This provision is alluding to the Vision Triangle.  The Vision Triangle is specifically defined 
in Appendix A of the Zoning Ordinance.  Staff proposes to clarify the intent of this 
section by referring to the Vision Triangle by name.    
 
Fences in Utility/Drainage Easements 
 
While generally understood that fences are not permitted in utility or drainage 
easements, there is no language in the fence regulations that state this.  Staff 
recommends adding language to make this explicit.   
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Recommendations Overview 

 
The codified versions of the recommendations made earlier in this report are below.  
For all sections, deleted text is struck through.  Added text is bolded and underlined: 
 
Fences in Front Yards 

Section 1101 B. Fences, Walls, and Hedges 
 

Notwithstanding other provisions of this ordinance, fences, walls, and hedges 
may be permitted in any required yard, or along the edge of any yard except as 
prohibited in Subsection 1101 A above.   

1. In any residential district, no fence or wall shall exceed eight (8) feet in 
height in side and rear yards.  Fences in front yards may be eight (8) feet 
in height provided that fences within the required front yard (i.e. front 
setback) be of transparent construction (i.e. split rail, picket, chain link, 
etc.). and shall not extend past the front of the principal building.  
Between the principal building and the street right-of-way, no fence or 
wall shall exceed four (4) feet in height.  Tennis court fencing shall not 
exceed twelve (12) feet, and baseball backstops shall not exceed sixteen 
(16) feet.   
 
In commercial or industrial districts, no fence or wall shall exceed fifteen 
(15) feet in height and shall not extend past the front of the principal 
building.  Between the principal building and the street right-of-way, no 
fence or wall shall exceed six (6) feet in height. 
 
The height of such fences and walls shall be measured from the finished 
grade to top of the individual sections.  The finished grade shall not 
include measurements from the top of a berm. 

 
Fences Constructed of or Topped with Barbed Wire 
 

 Fences constructed primarily or topped with barbed wire or razor wire, or 
deployed, raised, arranged or expanded in concertina form, except when 
used in conjunction with an agricultural use or purpose, non-residentially 
zoned property or uses, and/or serving a public institution for public 
safety or special services. 
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Vision Triangle 
 

9. Fences, walls or vegetation that interfere with clear vision (i.e. Vision 
Triangle, as defined by this Ordinance) at or near a public or private 
street, alley, driveway or other means of ingress or egress such that the 
sight of oncoming vehicular or pedestrian traffic is impaired for users of 
such ingress or egress are prohibited. 

 
Fences in Utility/Drainage Easements 
 

11. Fences shall not be permitted in utility easements unless 
approved by the utility provider in writing.  Fences shall not be 
permitted in drainage easements without the written consent of 
the County Engineer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


